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REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR END!i'iG DE CEMBER 31 st. 1909. 

Th e Counc il ha\T pleasure 111 p resenting to the 

mem bers t he Annu al Report, 

T hey k td <t t the end uf iast year to report the 

loss by death of the ir est ee med late Treasurer, M r. 

J. B. E lver:; ton. ,-\ s l1is successor they requested Mr. 

F. \ V. \Vigclswort:h . 11·ho fo r sume t ime had act ed as 

Assistant H onorary T rea..;urer, to accept office, a nd they 

d <:>ire t o ex p rc.ss the ir g ra t iiic<ltion t hat he was able to 

<Jccede to thei r ;·c<.Jl kSt. 

Th e 11·nrJ..: o f the Soci2ty du ri n ~- t he last yea r has been 

et .1 r:~: · ·:·c ' 'c' ·· ··nutinc n. ttu rc. [VT any q uestions have 
. . . 
De cC l::.._·~·-l ~ : :·. ·Ill t he ::: ,·c rctary 's office. a nd many 

. . ·:- :: t •: :-t:,;tcd in the obj ect of the 
_ .... :_- >\·:_ ... ~~·f ::1 c 1 ~-~ :.:·ans of acquirin g 

i:~habi~::nb 11·ho should 

be most act i\· c 111 1 , rc \' (·1~ t i ::g· :he ri :chin ::;· o f their 

ri g hts is sti ll a mat ter uf ,;urpn."c. :\Iost enq uiri es 

and complai nts 11·h ich co me to the Societ.y are not 

from res idents, bu t fro m people \\·ho fin d thei r chief 

recreat ion in ways ide ra mblin g. The Society is crippled 
in deal ing with these ca:;cs - fi rstl y , because the inha bitants 

are in m ,my cases in d iffere nt ; and, secon ~lly , because 

D istric t Coun cils a rc mostl y unmind ful of their d uties as 

custod ians of publ ic ri ghts of way. It <\oul d be well if 

this could be borne in mind wh en case:; a re reported to 

the Soci ety. 
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The 1veight of public opinion 1s the stron:c:cst lever, 

but that opinion should be lawfully and o;trenuously 

expressed" Your Society have 111 mind a case of 

obstruction of an old highway within twelve miles of 

;\Ianchester. A contractor has been allowed to deliberately 

block up one half of this. The Society could not interfere, 

as the contractor had left half the road, so that pedestrians 

were not obstructed. The rights of the public to use it as 

a carriag·e road have, however, been deliberately taken from 

them,and yet the Local Council refuse to move in the matter. 

The Society ha1·e continued their useful work in 

erecting boards to inclictte public footpaths" The public 

are reminded that this \\"<>rk i.s undertaken and maintained 

solely by the Societ:· and :1t its exDcnsc. The following 
are the particular-; ,,f the :.:;u:dc-pJ<s erected during the 

past year and tile they bear:-

"No . .:)/. Pub;ic Foot}Jath to Brough via the Roman 

Station. Anavio. Keep to the track. Altitude, 

;oo feet.'' 

Erected in the lane from Hope to Bradwell, not far 

from No. 

"No. 3~. Public Footpath to Hope and Castleton via 

the Roman Station, Anavio. Keep to the track. 

Altitude, 616 feet'' 

Erected near the bridge over the Brad well Brook. The 

path passes through the site of the Roman Station, A.navio, 

now known as the Halsteads, and is a continuation of the 

path Nos. 35 and ::)6, Hope to Castleton. 

"No. 39· Public l'ootpath to \Vhaley Bridge via Hill 

Top Farm and the Roosdych Keep to the 

path. Altitude, 919 feet." 

Erected in the lane on the way to Eccles Pike, near 

Chapel-en-le-Frith, about midway between Nos. ::?4 and 27. 
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Your Council have to report a striking ins tance of the 

difficulties put in th ei r way by the smaller Councils. 

Travellers through Derby~hire will have obsern::d the 

Society's guicle-po~ ts dotted a ll over the northern part of 

th e county except in une di:'trict . The Derbyshire County 

Counci l have given i' e r mi~~ion for th~~ erectio n of the 

gu ide-posts on all t he m a i1 t roads under the ir co ntrol, 

but the Bakewel l Rura : D i,.;t ri ct Co unci l have declined 

to al low them to be cr:::ct .._·d on the roads un de r their 

co;1trol. .!'\o reason ha,; bee n a lleged fo r th e re fu sal. In 

othe r parts of th e county c\·cn p ri\·atc landown ers have 

consente d to what is con,;idered a public benefit by th e 

th ousands of walke rs who ~o into Derbyshire and 

in cid entally bring profi t to the town of Bake\\·cll. Your 

Sucie ty has always decli ned to interfere in any matters 

wh ich do not o ri gi nall y co me within their sphe re of 

intluence. They cons ide r, howeve r, that they are justified in 

pr ·,tcst in g against the act ion of th e Bakewell Rural Distric t 

C ·~t nc il, and in g iving puhli c ity to thi s ext raord inary 

:c :: :u ... ~ on their part, hope that by this m eans 

_ <. •:>:n ton may be broug ht to bear on the matter. 

I :: : . ,: -:c.~e: •::r S oc ie ty \\·ill be prepared to continue its 

u .~ ~·n:. 

Society ~ ;H •:, :e ~ :: : :: . 

relative t o a ~~ e;e-~ 

which have jushie-:: 

_ ...... ~ . _ ti:c chief object of the 

:. r~, : -_ :: e n .~_:::-:e~ in\·e be en ciealt \\·ith 

:> :r ~:~:: :.:: ·:):1 : c ·:> ca~c-' ha\·e arise n 
... . . . . 

: :~· ... .- ~ _ -=-~-- ::\ · ti"'i t? .. !.;::n g a ny s teps. 

Thornsett . 

. -\co mplaint from Tlw r :1~e:: ,,, to the closing of a foot­

pa t h near that village Being in the Urban Distri ct of 

N ew Mills, the matte r was very p roperly taken up by the 

Counc il in that place. 



The Peak District and Northern Counties Footpaths 
Preservation Society. 

. -- -
-~------ - ·--- ·· ----------- ------ --

Balance .\'her! for the Year mdiug D ece mber JISI , U)O'} 
:=..=cc==-c'-'--~-----" --------

HYCEII'I~. 

Bala!Jc e fr o m I <1o0 .. 

Su bscr ipt ion ~ , I <JO'J 

n .~ nk Intclc~t 

( s. 
l o 

4 3 11 

32 I O 

0 10 

d. 

4 
0 

{ 76 I I 5 

Hon. Treasurer-F. \V. \\'IGELS\VORTI-I, 
I<J DEimY RoAD, 

HEATO !'; CH APEL, 

NR. STOCKPORT. 

PAYMENTS. 

Printing, L\:c . 

Hire o f I Ldl ftJ r !\lecti n;~ ... 

\York,:~- l\latcrd, Uepa irin g Fnolpa t] J;.:, 
N "ti cc J ;ua nb, c\c ... . 

FootpJ.tl1 s ' In spector (Il onor<uinm) 

Cleri ca l \Yo rk 

lion. Treasu rer 's E xpenses !Stamps , &c .) 

Privi!cgc H cn t of Noti ce Plate a t 
Strin cs , ICJO(_) 

Cheqne Book 

Dalance in ha nd ... 

£ s. d. 
0 3 6 

0 

8 13 4 

5 0 0 

5 0 0 

0 I2 3 

U I 0 

0 4 2 

49 I6 2 

{ 76 I I 5 

:luditcd and f ouud corrrct, 

WM. GREGSON, llo11 . Auditor. 



Doctor's Gate. 

No satisfactory conclusion has been come to about 

the obstruction at Doctor's Gate, which is still under 

consideration . 

Little Hucklow. 

The Council dealt with a complaint as to obstruc•.ion 

of a right of l'i:ty on the p.tth to Birr Torr, near Little 

Huc) . .:Jow, but came to tile conclus;on that the complaint 

was c;rounclless. 

The Socic:t1· make.s ll<J 

extend its !llunbchhi 

Finance. 

Tbe ,,ub:ccriutiun i.s merely a nominal one, in order that 

it may be no hindrance to any lo\·er of the open air to 

become a member. 

A large increase in membership would strengthen the 

Society in the cheerful and ready performance of that 

duty to the •ublic which was the cause of its instituticn,_ 


