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REPORT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3ist. 1909,

The Council have pleasure in presenting to the
members the Annual Report,

They had at the end of last year to report the
loss by death of their esteemed late Treasurer, Mr.
J. B. Elverston. As his successor they requested Mr.
F. W. Wigelsworth, who for some time had acted as
Assistant Honorary Treasurer, to accept office, and they
desire to express their gratification that he was able to
accede to their request.

The work of the Socizty during the last year has been
of 3 more o less oroutine nature. Many questions have

oot e Temothe Seeretary's office, and  many

Aol ve wnl sersons intovested in the object of the
Socicny v anaie Dol onssives of the means of acquiring
informaiion sl Dleindsy monion

The apathy <ivowen o ocal inhabitants who should

be most active 1n prevent the niching of  their

rights is still a matter of swprise. Most  enquiries
and complaints which come to the >ociety are not
from residents, but from people who find their chief
recreation in wayside rambling. The Society is crippled
in dealing with these cases—firstly, because the inhabitants
are in many cases indifferent; and, secondly, because
District Councils arc mostly unmindiul of their duties as
custodians of public rights of way., It would be well if
this could be borne in mind when cases are reported to
the Society.
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The weight of public opinion is the strongest lever,
but that opinion should be lawfully and strenuously
expressed.  Your Society have in mind a case of
obstruction of an old highway within twelve miles of
Manchester. A contractor has been allowed to deliberately
block up one half of this. The Socicty could not interfere,
as the contractor had left half the road, so that pedestrians
were not obstructed.  The rights of the public to use it as
a carriage road have, however, been deliberately taken from
them,and yet the Local Council refuse to move in the matter,

The Society have continued their useful work in
erecting boards to indicate public footpaths. The public
are reminded that this work 15 undertaken and maintained
solely by the Society and at its expense. The foliowing
are the particulars of the zuide-posis erected during the
past year and the descriptions they bear :—

“No. 37. Pubiic Footpath to Brough via the Roman
Station, Anavio. Keep to the track,  Altitude,
700 feet.”

Erected in the lane from Ilope to Bradwell, not far
from No. 3.

“No. 3>, Public Footpath to Hope and Castleton via
the Roman Station, Anavio, Keep to the track.
Altitude, 616 feet”

Erected near the bridge over the Bradwell Brook. The
path passes through the site of the Roman Station, Anavio,
now known as the [Halsteads, and is a continuation of the
path Nos. 35 and 36, Hope to Castleton.

“No. 39. Public Footpath to Whaley Bridge via Iill
Top I'arm and the Roosdych.  Keep to the
path.  Altitude, g1g feet”

Erected in the lane on the way to Eccles Pike, near
Chapel-en-le-IFrith, about midway between Nos. 24 and 27,
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Your Council have to report a striking instance of the
difficulties put in their way by the smaller Councils.
Travellers through Derbyshire will have observed the
Society’s guide-posts dotted all over the northern part of
the county except in one district. The Derbyshire County
Council have given permission for the erection of the
guide-posts on all the main roads under their control,
but the Bakewell Rurai District Council have declined
to allow them to be crected on the roads under their
control, No reason hax becn alleged for the refusal.  In
other parts of the county cven private landowners have
consented to what is considered a public benefit by the
thousands of walkers who o into  Derbyshire and
incidentally bring profit to the town of Bakewell. Your
Society has always declined to interfere in any matters
which do not originally come within their sphere of
influence. They consider, however, that they are justified in
rotesting against the action of the Bakewell Rural District

(

cneil, and in giving publicity to this extraordinary
“uie  on  their part, hope that by this means

aninion may be brought to bear on the matter.
< vour Society will be prepared to continue its

the chief object of the

Society’'s protect siries have been dealt with

relative to aerz’ sepuciion, but no cases have arisen

which have justifted the =,z in

Fany steps.

Thornsetrt,

A complaint from Thornzest a< to the closing of a foot-
in the Urban District of

path near that village DBeh
New Mills, the matter was very properly taken up by the
Council in that place.
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Doctor’s Gate.

No satisfactory conclusion has been come to about
the obstruction at Doctor’'s Gate, which is still under
consideration.

Little Hucklow.
The Council dealt with a complaint as to obstruction
of a right of way on the path to Birr Torr, near Little
Hucldow, but came to the conclusion that the complaint

was croundless,

Finance.

The Treasurer's statement =hews a balance in hand.
The Socivty makes no apopeal fo0 convls but would like to
extend its membershis

The subscription is mercly @ nominal one, in order that
it may be no hindrance to any lover of the open air to
become a member.

A large increase in membership would strengthen the
Society in the cheerful and ready performance of that

duty to the public which was the cause of its institutios.,



